
From: Schmittdiel, Paula
To: Hestmark, Martin; Stavnes, Sandra; Murray, Bill; Wharton, Steve; Sisk, Richard; Rudy, Michael; Wall, Dan; Way,

 Steven
Subject: FW: Silverton Standard
Date: Thursday, January 22, 2015 10:46:39 AM
Attachments: standard1-22-15.pdf
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FYI – Town is definitely in turmoil over the town council and the recall election.
 
Paula Schmittdiel
Remedial Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop St.
Denver, CO  80202
Office:  303-312-6861
Fax:  303-312-7151
Cell:  720-951-0795
 
From: Peterson, Cynthia 
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2015 10:32 AM
To: Schmittdiel, Paula; Fagen, Elizabeth
Cc: Wall, Dan
Subject: FW: Silverton Standard
 
All –
 
Here is the latest Silverton Standard.  I don’t see the article referenced on the paper’s web page
 yesterday [GET THE FULL STORY IN THE SILVERTON STANDARD!].  Maybe he meant in general
 terms not a specific article.  In any event, I would be interested to see any comments posted on the
 web page in response to the short article.  I’ll see if I can access them.
 
Thanks!
Cynthia
 
.................................................................................................
 
Cynthia Peterson
Community Involvement Coordinator
Public Affairs and Community Involvement U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII
1595 Wynkoop St. (8OC-PAI)
Denver, CO   80202-1129
303-312-6879 -- direct dial
 

From: Henderson, Dedre 
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2015 10:15 AM
To: Peterson, Cynthia
Subject: Silverton Standard
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The San Juan County Sheriff’s 
Office has released a preliminary 
report on the Jan. 13 incident at 
Town Hall that prompted town 
officials to close the building to 
the public through the rest of the 
week.


Sheriff Bruce Conrad stated that 
his office was called at 1:37 p.m. 
that Tuesday because a citizen 
“was asked to leave and refused 
to do so until law enforcement 
arrived.”


Conrad said the call came in 


from Interim Town Administrator 
Mark Garcia, “who wished Fred 
Fasching to leave the premises.”


Conrad added that when he 
arrived at the scene, Fasching left 
the building “immediately and 
cooperatively.”


No charges have been filed. 
Town Hall reopened this week.


Fasching had been at Town 


Hall that afternoon with his wife, 
Patty Dailey, who is running 
for Town Council in the Feb. 10 
recall election targeting Trustee 
Karla Safranski.


Dailey said she was at Town 
Hall that afternoon to ask the 
mayor why the council had not 
set up a meeting with its auditor, 
why a water leak was not fixed, 


among other things.
Conrad also supplied the 


Standard with his report of an 
incident on Oct. 1, 2014, at Town 
Hall.


At 10:24 a.m. that day, Con-
rad said he met with Fasching 
and Silverton resident Michael 
Hook regarding a complaint they 
wished to make against Mayor 
Chris Tookey.


“The complainants stated they 
did not raise their voices, but did 


In BrIef


Miners basketball  
home game Jan. 24 


The Silverton High School 
Miners co-ed basketball team 
will host their first home game 
of the season, against the Tel-
luride Miners on Saturday, Jan. 
24, at 2 p.m. 


The Miners also play at home 
on Jan. 31 against Dolores and 
Mancos, and Feb. 7 against 
Nucla and Dove Creek.


Public invited 
to presentation 
on the Holocaust


Holocaust Remembrance Day 
is Jan. 27. Silverton High School 
is inviting the public join us 
as students share their recent 
fieldwork, writing and artwork 
about the Holocaust. 


The presentation will be Fri-
day, Jan. 30 from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
in the Silverton School Perform-
ing Arts Center.


Astronomy Night 
Friday at school


It’s Astronomy Night this 
Friday, Jan. 23, as Silverton 
School invites the public to join 
students and teachers to view 
the stars up at Molas Pass.


Everyone will meet at the 
school at 6:30 for the ride up to 
Molas, where the Four Corner 
Star Gazers group will have tele-
scopes set up. Hot drinks will be 
provided.


Planning under way 
for Skijoring 2015


Silverton Skijoring has started 
the planning process for the 
Feb. 14-15, annual event. 
Anyone wanting to attend, 
volunteer or help support this 
great event should mark their 
calendars so they don’t miss 
the fun. 


Anyone with questions can 
contact Silverton Skijoring at 
http://www.skijoringsilverton.
com/


Silverton Clinic 
dates announced


The Silverton Clinic at Min-
ers Union Hospital will be open 
Thursdays, Jan. 22,  and Jan. 
29. Please use side entrance for 
winter access.


Karla SafranskiPatty Dailey
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Mark Esper/Silverton Standard & the Miner
Town crew members clear snow from Greene Street on Friday, Jan. 16.


What happened at Town Hall?


Miners Home Game: Saturday, 2 PM


Snow GoInG


Ballots being mailed out for recall vote


Sheriff’s Office releases info on dispute
that prompted closure of building


Ballots for the Feb. 10 
Silverton Town Council recall 
election will be mailed out by 
Friday, Jan. 23, according to 
County Clerk Ladonna Jara-
millo, who is conducting the 
election on behalf of the town.


In November petitioners 
submitted more than 170 
signatures seeking the recall of 
Trustee Karla Safranski.


The petition targeting 
Safranski lists seven reasons 
for the recall effort, including 
“voting to waste town resourc-
es in pursuing an agenda to 
terminate Public Works Direc-
tor Gilbert Archuleta.”


The election pits Patty Dailey 
against Safranski.


Voting will also be conduct-
ed on Tuesday, Feb. 10, from 7 


a.m. to 7 p.m., at the County 
Clerk’s office in the Court-
house.


On Wednesday afternoon, 
Jaramillo said she’s almost 
ready to mail ballots.


“We’ll stuff ballots into 
envelopes tomorrow and 
probably mail them out Friday. 
Somehow we’ll get them out,” 
Jaramillo said.







By Freddie Canfield


Weather Week 3 of what we all need to turn 
into a genuinely new new year is still caught 
up and seemingly stuck in a pattern of mild 
above-normal temperatures and below nor-
mal precipitation.


After several minor dustings and near miss-
es we finally had one incoming direct hit last 
weather week on Jan. 12, with 7 inches mea-
sured. Add it all up, 9.8 inches this month to 
date. 


We might benefit from a brush by to the 
south and east tonight before this edition 
goes to press. Then, around Tuesday some 
Baja moisture might come our way. Here’s 
hoping!


What then. More ridging and more of the 
same for the rest of January. When things 
get stuck it’s time for change. In our person-
al lives, community and climate. So, are we 
ready for climate change? Well Freddie is 
ready and so are my good friends at the Cli-
mate Prediction Center.


They nailed January. Now, as for February, 
March and April, above normal precipitation 
central Colorado all of the way south well 
below the Mexican border.


Great news, if it truly transpires — cool 
damp deserts down below and a late winter 
into spring deep snow pack in our mountains 
up above. Free from dust events; a gradual 
meltout way into the summer. Good news for 
all of us and all of life.


How about putting in for a whiteout prior 
to the Silverton Whiteout Snowbike Race?


Combined with lots of events at Snowscape 
and night skiing at Kendall Mountain, with 


a perfect time out for plenty of fireworks at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7.


Sarah Tescher, our Cabooses’ neighbor, is 
organizing the whiteout and our very own 
Darlene Watson — who needs no introduc-
tion —  is putting together a “Frozen” theme 
for Snowscape.


The best way to enjoy it all is to participate 
and to volunteer — so contact those good 
gals and help make it all happen.


Next up — Valentine’s Day weekend and 
horse skijoring on Notorious Blair Street.  So 
lots of upcoming opportunities to get in-
volved and make a contribution . Having fun 
making our community work is always renew-
ing yet nothing new to us in Silverton.


Everyone got with it starting back in the 
winter of 1874 and this best of our ongoing 
cultural traditions is currently building up 
momentum, propelling us into our multifac-
eted year-round outdoor recreational future.


Boards under foot, horse shoes, tires, tracks 
and about anything else we can imagine on 
snow. 


If it ain’t good — let it go. If it is good, let’s 
go for it. Yee haw!


By Patty Dailey


First and foremost I am not 
running against Karla Safranski. I 
was asked by the recall commit-
tee to run for Trustee’s Safranski’s 
seat when the recall is successful. 
I have never wanted to be in pol-
itics or to be on the Town Board, 
but I have never seen our town so 
divided and full of anger.


When your own mayor tells 
the trustees that “your side, your 
people,” this is just wrong.


It is wrong for trustees to have 


sides. It should be our town; 
an agenda for the whole town. 
I have always had faith in our 
elected officials, until this board.


Yes, I did not get a building per-
mit; but I did go talk to Interim 
Town Administrator Mark Garcia 
and Town Planner Bob Nevins. 
It was the consensus that since 
the building inspector was not 
enforcing the need for everyone 
engaged in construction projects 
to buy building permits (and has 


since been fired), that I did not 
need to get a building permit.


I could make a long list of all 
that I do in Silverton, but that is 
not important to what I going 
on. It is not important that I 
worked at a flower shop 30 years 
ago. What is important is what 
is happening now. It is sad that 
Trustee Safranski thinks the main 
reason for this recall is her agenda 
to get rid of the public works 
director. There are so many more 


issues.
Not one but two mayors have 


directed her to stop going after 
the public works department. 
This had been an issue with her 
since becoming a trustee. As a 
trustee you should work with the 
other trustees and not belittle 
them. It should be a board that 
represents the entire town, not 
just your personal agenda.


I sit on many boards and 
committees (Historical Society, 
St. Patrick’s Altar Society, Food 
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weather and oBServatIonS


Date      High    Low      Precip., conditions
Jan. 14 36 -9 Clear 
Jan. 15 40 -10 Clear 
Jan. 16 41 -10 Clear
Jan. 17 43 -7 Faint mix 
Jan. 18 46 -7 Clearly faint
Jan. 19 44 3 .7”, clear
Jan. 20 39 3 Light mix


See LETTERS, Page  8


Ready for a Whiteout


 Write to us 
The Silverton Standard & the 


Miner welcomes letters to the 
editor. Send letters via e-mail 
to editor@silvertonstandard.
com, or via snail mail to, Ed-
itor, Silverton Standard & the 
Miner, P.O. Box 8, Silverton, 
CO 81433.


From the Standard 
mail Car


Why I’m running for Town Council
GueSt opInIon


Karla Safranski 
has integrity


Editor;
To Silverton residents:
I write as a long time resident 


(1974-1989), former county judge 
(1975-1989, as well as the grand-
daughter of A.P. Root, Jr., of Root 
and Norton Assayers, and still a 
property owner.


I have known and worked with 
Karla and Ken Safranski for many 
years. I am not familiar with the 
details of the current disagree-
ment with Karla but I know her 
to be a person of integrity and a 
long time supporter of Silverton, 
both as a business person and as 
a citizen.  


I hope that voters will carefully 
consider their vote in the Recall 
election. I would be sorry to see 
the community lose the Sa-
franskis as citizens and as business 
people.


 Sincerely yours,
Cynthia Francisco


Thanks to Bill and 
the town, county


Editor;   
Just wanted to say thank you 


to Bill Alsup for grooming the ski 
trails, the town crew for doing 
such an excellent job on the roads 
and the county crew for their 
thoughtfulness in leaving that bit 
of snow where the trail crosses 
the asphalt.  You all help make 
this a wonderful place to live.


— Margot Early, Silverton


A ‘bag of worms’?
Editor;
After reading in the Silverton 


Standard about the Town Hall be-
ing shut down for the reason that 
someone was “verbally abused” 
was a poor way to “run a ship”!


Perhaps, the people who chose 
to shut down this public building 
should be “recalled” and then 
EVERYONE could take a vacation! 
Who knows?


Sounds like a real bag of worms 
or better yet, maybe the one(s) 
responsible need to be counseled!


— Gerald Swanson, Silverton


See DAILEY, Page 9
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Deception, Corruption and Lies 
Continue in Town Finances


o Why do we continue to pay an interim administrator astronomical wages plus travel 
(over $30,000 from Oct thru Dec)?  The interim administrator is accepting gifts of over 
$50.00 from the mayor, which is illegal. She has provided free housing for him while he 
is paid huge wages.  At a recent work session, Garcia suggested the town pay for Took-
ey’s propane in the house he is occupying.
o How much of our money has been wasted on bringing people from out of town to work.  
o Just how far behind is the town on record keeping, water bills, filing, paying bills, 
snow removal? Speaking of snow removal, it was observed that a fill-in loader operator 
drives the loader at a high rate of speed forward and backward, while on the phone, in 
residential areas. 
o Is this just a game for some people? There is no one in charge. 
o Why is trustee Zanoni ignored time and time again when requesting a face to face 
meeting with the town auditor to discuss the budget and books? The whole board should 
have voted no on approving the budget but trustee Zanoni was the only one who did vote 
no.  As head of the finance committee, the others should have followed his lead by also 
voting no since he felt strongly that something is wrong.
o Is our auditor becoming our bookkeeper? The auditor found several errors with the 
books and asked the town to amend the 2014 budget. 
o Is there really $170,000 is shortage of revenues and overage in expenditures?  It is 
stated in the town code in chapter 2-5-2 (k) that the financial records will be before the 
board monthly not bi-annually as the board has allowed.
o Will we ever really know the 2014 balance since the water bills haven’t been complet-
ed for 2014.  
o Where is our money, really? 
o  What was the true ending fund balance for 2014? 
This is the true definition of CORRUPTION… Is this an indication of the great book-
keeper/administrator Mr. Carlson?


Concerned Citizens of Silverton who want their town back!
Submitted by Barbara Renowden, Also a member of the “You People” Group


REASONS FOR THE RECALL 
OF TRUSTEE SAFRANSKI


1.	 Failed	to	hold	the	respect	and	confidence	of	the	
people she was elected to represent.
2.	 Did	not	carry	out	her	duties	for	the	benefit	of	
the people of the Town of Silverton.
3. Did not avoid conduct that is in violation of the 
peoples trust.
4. Supported the former Administrator’s return to 
work following public threats that he made against 
the	mayor	and	one	trustee	and	the	towns	finances.
5.	 Encouraged	a	conflict	of	interest	voting	in	favor	
to change the employee handbook to allow a newly 
elected town board trustee to remain a town employ-
ee.
6. Voted to waste town resources in pursuing an 
agenda to terminate Public Works Director Gilbert 
Archuleta, despite warnings from current and for-
mer mayors, as well as the town attorney to stop.
7. Voted to continue paying exorbitant contractor 
fees (20%) to hand Molas Lake reservations. 


Paid for the Recall Committee, Bill Alsup, Chairman.


SUPPORT THE RECALL
OF TRUSTEE SAFRANSKI 


IT IS TIME 
FOR A COHESIVE 


SILVERTON
Paid for by the Recall Committee, Bill Alsup, Chairman


San Juan County Sheriff Bruce Conrad has appointed Dean Jones, a 25-year veteran of the Denver Police Depart-
ment, as undersheriff. Jones has also served in the Army Reserve in Afghanistan and Iraq. “I thought this was a 
wonderful opportunity,” he said. “This is a nice reset button for me.” Jones said “the operations of sheriff’s office 
have to be completely impartial and professional.”


inform Mayor Tookey they felt 
she was despicable in the role 
of Mayor and should resign her 
position.”


Conrad said that Fasching and 
Hook said the mayor then told 
them to leave Town Hall or she 
would call the sheriff’s office.


Conrad said Fasching indicat-
ed he may pursue a “civil rights” 
case with the FBI.


Conrad said he also spoke 
with Mayor Tookey and Town 
Clerk Chelsea Stromberg about 
the dispute.


“The ladies stated Mr. Fas-
ching had been in contact, both 
in person and by phone, with 
Town Hall staff three times” 
between Oct. 8 and the Oct. 13 
incident.


Conrad said that Stromberg 
described Fasching as “irate, 
intimidating, and demeaning 
towards me.”


And Conrad’s report says that 
both Stromberg and Tookey 
“describe Fasching as yelling 
and irrational to the point that 
they feel unable to accomplish 
anything of value.”


Conrad said he received 
written statements from both 
Tookey and Stromberg and a 
copy of a memo from the Town 
Attorney “that Mr. Fasching had 
been provided in answer to his 
questions.”


In a written statement to the 
Standard on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 
Patty Dailey said that Garcia 
called the police “to try and 
stop the mayor from hearing 
the truth. There were no threats, 
name-calling or harassment.”


Dailey said that Fasching 
spoke with Garcia the next day, 
“shook his hand and apologized 
for going to Town Hall. Fred 
was upset because I was under 
attack.”


Olivia Grace Buchanan, 23, 
died from injuries suffered in an 
avalanche on Jan.6, 2015 while 
skiing on Kendall Mountain in 
Silverton.


Olivia was born on Aug. 4, 
1991 in Du-
rango, to Amy 
and Evan 
Buchanan. 
She grew up 
in Durango 
and attended 
Needham 
Elementary, 
Miller Middle 
School and 


Durango High School. During 
her senior year in high school 
she obtained her Level 1 and 
Level 2 Avalanche Certification. 


Immediately upon graduation, 
she packed up her belongings 
and moved to Silverton, in her 
parents’ 1970 Nomad trailer. 
During that year she explored 
the San Juan Mountains – skiing, 
hiking, and climbing. Charm-
ing and persistent, she secured 
an internship at the Silverton 
Avalanche School and soon 
impressed so many who couldn’t 
believe that this young girl was 
so knowledgeable and interested 
in snow science. 


This internship inspired Olivia 
to attend Montana State Uni-
versity and study Snow Geogra-
phy. She wanted to further her 
education by earning her masters 
in teaching and psychology. She 
had recently written a mission 
statement to guide her education 
in which she wrote: “I personally 
want to use my learning to teach 
Avalanche Education. In the ever 
increasing world of backcoun-
try skiing with more and more 
people dying every year, I want 
to learn how people make deci-
sions, teach them how to make 
better decisions and save lives.” 
Upon completing her education, 
her hope was to work and live in 
Silverton. 


Olivia’s passion for life was 
matched by her passion for the 
outdoors. She was an avid skier, 
yoga enthusiast, writer, artist, 
knitter and climber. She was 
known for her playful spirit, her 
sense of adventure, her love for 
sharing experiences with others, 
and for being wise beyond her 
years.


Olivia is survived by her 
parents, Amy Myer Buchanan 
and Evan Buchanan and sister, 
Emma, of Durango. The rest of 
her clan of close extended fam-
ily includes grandfather Garth 
Buchanan of Durango, grand-
mother Nancy Graham of Mesa, 
Ariz., aunt Cynthia Myer and 
cousins Drew, Paige, and Gra-
ham Brookie of Durango, aunt 
Barbara Myer and cousin Eleanor 
Myer of Charlottesville, Va., and 
uncle and aunt Rees and Lisa 
Buchanan and cousins Brittany 
Mytko and Grant Buchanan of 
Phoenix. 


She is preceded in death by 
her grandmother, Sue Buchan-
an, and her grandfather, George 
Myer, both of Durango. She is 
also survived by her extraordi-
nary group of friends far and 
wide, young and old, and from 
all walks of life. 


Olivia’s life has inspired her 
family and friends to further en-
dorse the pursuit of adventure in 
the mountains. In lieu of flowers, 
charitable contributions in Oliv-
ia’s honor to provide avalanche 
education for female outdoor 
enthusiasts, can be made to the 
Community Foundation, The 
Olivia Buchanan Avalanche 
Education Fund, P.O. Box 1673, 


Durango, CO 81302 or www.
swcommunityfoundation.org. 


We will celebrate Olivia’s life 
on March 8, 2015, at 2 p.m. at 
the Kendall Mountain Center in 
Silverton.


Olivia Buchanan memorial
to be March 8 at Kendall


TOWN, from Page 1new underSherIff


Immediately upon 
graduation, she packed 
up her belongings and 
moved to Silverton, in 
her parents’ 1970 No-


mad trailer. 


 
Science , 


Technology, 
Math: 


A program for 
Silverton School 


made possible 
by a grant from 


the 21st Century 
Learning Center. 


AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES!
ASTRONOMY NIGHT! Friday, Jan. 23. 


Meet at the school, 6:30
PUBLIC WELCOME!


Tutoring: M-Th 3:30-5:00
Music Appreciation: Tues. 4:30-6:00
Pep Squad: Wed. 3:30-5:00
Cooking Class: Wed. 5-7 pm


Drama Club: Thurs. 3:30-5:00
Volleyball: Students and community members wel-
come! Mon. 5-6:30 pm
Climbing: Tues. 5-6 pm, Thurs. 3:30-5:00
Open Gym: Tues 6-7:30, Fri. 4:30-6:00
High School Basketball: Practice M-Th


   2014-15 BASKETBALL SCHEDULE:
 Date          Time           Opponent
Jan. 24    2 p.m.  Telluride @ Home
Jan. 31    2 p.m.   Dolores/Mancos @ Home
Feb. 7     2 p.m.    Nucla/Dove Creek @ Home
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Deception, Corruption and Lies 
Continue in Town Government


Deception, corruption and lies continue at town hall. It has been 4 months 
since a few select individuals destroyed our town. Is our town any better?
m Why is our Town Hall Building closed?
m Why didn’t the board advertise for Chelsea’s replacement in a timely manner as soon as she gave her 
notice?
m Why is the town administrator’s job not being advertised?  It has been open since September 17, 2014.
 m Why is the buildings and grounds director working for public works? If the buildings and grounds di-
rector has so much time to work on the public works crew, maybe the buildings and grounds dept isn’t needed. 
It seems that this that is another one of Trustee Safranski’s and Carlson’s wastes.
m Why was the ski tow operator not drug tested after a woman was injured by lift?
m Why are the board meetings run by a trustee rather than the elected mayor? It’s obvious that the mayor 
and others trustees haven’t prepared prior to the meetings. 
m How can the buildings and grounds director manage his own boss?  It has been indicated that the 
buildings and grounds director is apprehensive to say anything to the ski tow supervisor because of this chain of 
command conflict.
m How is it that the mayor is allowed to work at Town Hall alone?  This is the second time this mayor 
has taken over at Town Hall. The results were not satisfactory the first time and cost a few thousand dollars to 
straighten the books out.
m Why does the mayor continue to hand out jobs to a select few and not bring it to the board’s attention? 
There is sensitive information that should not be opened to someone who is not bonded. We are sure that em-
ployees would not like their personal information inspected by a person off the street. There are previous town 
employees in town that could have used their experience to keep the town up to date.
m Why do we continue to send jobs out of town? It has been said on numerous occasions by trustee Safrans-
ki that the town business should stay local. 
m Why do Mark Garcia, high-dollar interim administrator, and Mayor Tookey continue to keep infor-
mation from the town trustees? Three of the trustees hear more on the street than they do at town hall.  Case 
in point Tracey Boeyinks letter of resignation was dated November 26 and yet she had already moved during 
the month of Nov. The trustees knew of this however, they weren’t formally notified until the December 8th 
meeting.
 m Why was Trustee Safranski allowed to state the reason to terminate the public works director?  It states 
in the personnel policy that all personnel issues are to be handled by the administrator.  At the last town board 
meeting she is adamant that the board not be involved with personnel issues.  Now that she has done her dirty 
work getting rid of our public works director, she changes her tune.


Concerned Citizens of Silverton who want their town back!
Submitted by Barbara Renowden, Also a member of the “You People” Group


Organizers of the Feb. 7 Silverton Whiteout Fat Tire event were in town Monday rounding up volunteers for the 
event, a 10-hour race along an 8-mile loop through town, out to Arastra Gulch and looping back over the Shrine 
Road. Organizer Sarah Tescher of Durango says she expects 100 to 150 people to take part. She said 45 team captains 
have already registered.  To volunteer, call or e-mail Sarah at (970)779-8480 or sarah@durangodevo.com


The first Silverton White Out 
for snow bikes will roll Feb. 7 in 
Silverton.


 The 8-mile course is designed 
such that you experience the 
combination of alley riding, pass 
by the historical Blair Street, a 
bit of singletrack, a moment of 
feeling way out there, and some 
amazing views. 


There are three “aid” stations 
out on course: Silverton Ski 


and Bike (keg and fire), Arrastra 
(tent, fire and snacks), and top 
of Shrine Hill (fire and best view 
ever!) to stop and enjoy the en-
vironments should you choose 
to do so.


Categories are solo, duo, 3-4 
person teams and family teams 
(an optional shortened version 
of the course for kids 14 and 
younger will be offered). 


Don’t let not having a bike 


deter you, as there are ways to 
rent them and a demo fleet will 
be set up in Silverton as well on 
race day. 


Event headquarters is at the 
Grand Imperial and the bar, 
restaurant, warm fire, and music 
will be going all day.


Interested?
www.silvertonwhiteout.com


Fat tire bike race ready to roll


 Schedule for 
Snowscape 2015  


Theme: “Frozen”
Friday, Feb. 6


Anytime throughout the Snows-
cape weekend build an “Olaf “in 
your yard, Kendall Mountain Ski 
area, Chamber of Commerce; 
Judging will be Sunday February 
8th


4 p.m.-6 p.m. — Registration for 
Silverton Whiteout 10-hour Fat 
Tire Bike Race@ Grand Imperial


6 p.m. — Montanya Rum Bar 
Happy Hour (Partial Proceeds ben-
efit Silverton Single-track Society)


6 p.m. — Snowmobile Parade to 
Kendall Mountain


6 p.m. — Bonfire, Kendall 
Mountain 


7 p.m. — Night Skiing  at Kend-
all Mountain Ski Area $5.


9 p.m. — Band @ Montanya’s 
Saturday Feb. 7


6 a.m. — Pancake Breakfast at 
Grand Imperial


9 a.m. — Sacrificial Toboggan 
down Christ of The Mine Shrine/ 
in a Cow Suit


10 a.m. — 18th Annual Moun-
tain Boy Sled Race at Avalanche 
Café


10 a.m. — Unforgettable Snow-
shoe Race


11 a.m. — Silverton’s Legendary 
Golf Tournament at Train Depot


11 a.m. — Classic Cardboard 


Derby at Kendall Mountain Ski 
Area (Sled, Snowboard, etc Theme 
is Frozen


 Noon — Traditional Snow 
Shovel Race; Bring your own 
Shovel at Kendall Mountain


12:30 — Face Painting at Kend-
all Mountain Ski Area


2 p.m.  — Silverton Miners 
Home Basketball Game @ Silver-
ton School Gym. Silverton vs. 
Nucla/ Dove Creek  


4 p.m. ‚— Kendall’s Kids Art 
Contest Judging


6-9 p.m. — Night skiing with 
$5 Lift Tickets, Chili Cook-off & 
Fireworks!


9 p.m. — Band at Grand Impe-
rial Hotel


Sunday Feb. 8
First Annual “Best Blood Mary 


Contest” At any Local establish-
ment serving alcohol.


11 a.m. — Registration / 11:30 
Horseshoe Tournament at Kendall 
Mountain Ski Area $5 buy in. 


Self Guided Olaf Tour 
Free ice skating & sledding. 


All Events at Kendall Mountain 
Ski Area unless noted. Schedule is 
subject to change without notice. 
For Information Call Darlene 
Watson 970-799-5710


For winter equipment rentals 
available through Larry and Jessica 
@ Kendall Mountain Ski Area


Please No Dogs Allowed


Art entries sought
2015 Silverton Snowscape 


requests submissions of art from 
young people aged 5 to 17 (if 18, 
must be in high school or equiv-
alent).  Submissions should be 
suitable for hanging on a wall.  


Photographs, paintings, 
drawings, and collages are all 
acceptable. Non-two-dimensional 
entries (scupltures, dioramas, etc.) 
must be cleared with the contest 
coordinator.  The theme for the 
artwork is the word “snowscape.” 


If they wish, contestants may 
price their pieces to be sold.  The 
winners’ artwork will be shown 
at Kendall Mountain Recreation 
Area during the winter of 2015, 
then returned to the owner or 
buyer.  The contest will be judged 
by local artists.  First, Second and 
Third Place Winners and three 
Honorable Mentions will receive 
cash prizes. 


Deadline for submissions is 
Tuesday, Feb. 3,  (midnight), and 


winners will be announced on 
Saturday, Feb. 7, at 4 p.m. 


Entry forms are available at 
Silverton School, Silverton Town 
Hall and the Blue Raven Gallery 
(Fridays and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m.). 
For questions, call 387-0664.


Kicksled Rodeo 
to ride Feb. 7


The 18th annual Silverton Kick-
sled Rodeo will be happening on 
Saturday, Feb. 7 at 10 a.m. in front 
of the Avalanche Café on Blair 
Street. 


Chili Cookoff Feb. 7
The third annual Snowscape 


Chili Cookoff is scheduled for Sat-
urday, Feb. 7 at 6 p.mn. at Kendall 
Mountain. 


Chili is $5 per bowl or $10 for all 
you can eat. Enter your chili and 
arrive crock-pot ready at 5:45 p.m.


Prices for best red and best green 
chili.


Snowscape: 2015


The theme: the 
popular Disney 
movie ‘Frozen’
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For the Record


Friday, Jan. 23
• Astronomy Night at Silverton School 6:30 


p.m., public welcome.


Saturday, Jan. 24
• Silverton Miners home basketball 


game against Telluride, 2 p.m., Silverton School 
Gym.


Monday, Jan. 26
• Silverton Town Council, 7:30 p.m., Town 


Hall.


Wednesday, Jan. 28
• San Juan County Board of Commission-


ers, 6:30 p.m., County Courthouse.


Saturday, Jan. 31
• Silverton Miners home game against Do-


lores/Mancos, 2 p.m., school gym.


Ongoing 
• Salsa classes are put on hold until 


further notice.  For more information, contact 
Noah Chutz at nchutz@gmail.com.


• Silverton Threads Quilting Club, 7 p.m., 
Tuesdays, Kendall Mountain Community Center. 
All interested in quilting, crochet, knitting, and 
crafts are invited.


• San Juan County Historical Society Ar-
chive —  Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.


• Silverton Movement Center, Pilates Class-
es: Mondays and Thursdays, 8:30 a.m., Tuesdays, 
5:15 p.m. Kettlebell/ Weight/circuit classes: Tues-
day, Wednesday, Fridays, 8:30 a.m. and Monday & 
Thursdays, 5:15 p.m.


• Belly Dance Flow: All Dance, No Talk! Mixed 
levels, beginners welcome. Thursdays 5:30-6:30 
p.m. at Kendall Mountain Community Center. $12 
drop in rate


• Blair Street Historic District Associa-
tion, 5 p.m., first Wednesday of each month, 
Empire Street Bunkhouse.


• Alcoholics Anonymous meets in Silverton 


every Wednesday at 7 p.m. For locations, questions 
or help, call (888) 333-9649.


Silverton 
Youth Center 


 The Youth Center is open from 5-7:30 p.m. for 
Elementary ages, Sunday through Saturday. Middle 
school/high school, 5-9 p.m., Sunday through 
Saturday.


Spiritual Events
• Church of Christ, Sundays: Bible class, 8 


a.m.; service, 9 a.m.; and Sunday Bible discussion, 
5 p.m., (970) 946-7648.


• St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Father Nat 
Foshage, Mass, 5 p.m. Saturdays and Wednesdays, 
1005 Reese St., 325- 4373.


• Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, Spike Bond, president, Sunday services: 9 
a.m. priesthood, 10 a.m.; sacrament, 11 a.m. Sun-
day school, 727 Greene St., 387-5338.


• First Congregational Church of Silverton, 
Sue Kurtz, moderator. Sunday service 9 a.m. All are 
welcome. 1070 Reese St. (970) 387-5759. e-mail: 
silvertonucc@aol.com Website: silvertonchurch.org 
Look for us on Facebook!


• Silverton Church on the Hill, 11th and 
Snowden, Pastor Mark Lawson, (970) 387-5215. 
Sunday KSJC (92.5 FM) 8-10 a.m., Christian music, 
devotional and sermon; Bible study, 9 a.m.; Chil-
dren’s Sunday School at 10:15; 10:15 a.m. regular 
service; Wednesday night prayer/fellowship, 7 p.m.


• Word of Life Fellowship, Pastor Jim Green-
field, Sunday service starts at 9 a.m., 1706 Empire 
St. 387-5893.


Mountain Happenings


What’s 
Happening?


Got somethin’ goin’ on? Contact the Stan-
dard. Phone 387-5477, e-mail editor@silver-
tonstandard.com


San Juan County 
Sheriff’s Office blotter


Jan. 12 — Administrative 
duties in preparation for Sheriff 
change-over. Officer redirected a 
semi-truck attempting to travel 
on CR110.


Jan. 13 — Early-morning fire 
alarm at County Courthouse; 
boiler related. Disturbance at 
Town Hall; separated individu-
als with a verbal disagreement. 
Congratulations to Sue Kurtz 
on her retirement as the longest 
running Sheriff in the history of 
San Juan County, and the first 
female sheriff in the state! And 
also to Sheriff Bruce Conrad, 
sworn in on this date, and proud 
to be serving. Motorist assist. 
Responded to a slide-off; vehicle 
was pulled out by another mo-
torist before officer arrived.


Jan. 14 —  Fingerprinted a 
citizen. Budgetary driven staff 
reduction of the Sheriff’s Office. 
Administrative duties.


Jan. 15 — False fire alarm 
at County Courthouse. False 
burglar alarm at Museum. Civil 
Standby. False burglar alarm 


at a residence. Arrival of New 
Undersheriff Dean Jones, general 
community orientation.  Down-
town foot patrol/door checks.


Jan. 16 — Verbal warning for 
speeding on Greene Street.  Ar-
bitrated a theft/misunderstand-
ing at the Kendall Mountain 
Community Center.  Suspicious 
vehicle check.  Continued ori-
entation for Undersheriff Jones. 
Cleared rock hazard on U.S. 550 
at mile marker 61.  Downtown 
foot patrol. Welfare check re-
quested on an unprepared hiker 
in Cunningham Gulch; unable 
to locate hiker or vehicle.  Search 
& Rescue call involving overdue 
ice climbers on Stairway to Heav-
en; parties uninjured.


Jan. 17 — Sheriff’s Office full 
staff meeting.  Report of trespass-
er at Mayflower Mill; curious in-
dividual with no criminal intent.  
South county patrol.  Assisted 
stranded motorist on U.S. 550.


Jan. 18 —  Continued orien-
tation for Undersheriff Jones.  
Skier speed control downtown.  
Motorist assist; flat tire on U.S. 
550. Follow-up check at May-
flower Mill.      


Help available 
for heating bills


Energy Outreach Colorado has 
awarded San Juan County with 
a $16,000 grant. This grant is to 
help cover costs of coal, electric, 
firewood, natural gas, oil, pro-
pane, and solid fuel pellets. 


You must meet the eligibility 
criteria to be considered for this 
program, which includes apply-
ing for LEAP first if you are LEAP 
eligible. 


Anyone interested in this pro-
gram can come by the Social Ser-
vices office or call Krissy Rhoades 
at 387-5631 to get an application.
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Silverton Miners Basketball Schedule
Date    Time           Opponent
Jan. 24    2 p.m.   Telluride @ Home
Jan. 31    2 p.m.   Dolores/Mancos @ Home
Feb. 7      2 p.m.    Nucla/Dove Creek @ Home


David Emory/Silverton Standard & the Miner
The Silverton Miners co-ed high school basketball team traveled to Nucla 
to take on the Mustangs on Saturday, Jan. 17. The Mustangs won, 56-20. 
Assistant coach Mark Watson said the Miners played well as a team  but got 
“worn out by the bigger bench” of the Mustangs. Ernesto Saldana scored 10 
points, grabbed 22 rebounds and got six steals for the Miners. Talitha Gal-
legos scored 8 points and grabbed 8 rebounds. Luis Castro got 8 rebounds 
and Bowen Coates go 4 steals.
At upper left is Ernesto Saldana. Top right is Luis Castro at the free-throw 
line as Hannah deKay watches. Above, Talitha Gallegos. And at left, Alexis 
Gallegos and Bowen Coates play defense.


MInerS at nucla
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Have you...
Been BULLIED into signing a trustee recall petition?
Been BOYCOTTED by town residents/town officials?
Been FINANCIALLY HURT by town hall closures and town admin issues?
Been PLOWED IN?
Been OFFENDED by fake hardware store ads placed by a Silverton resident? (DE-
LETE: now running for political office?)
Been THREATENED by rumors?


Are you...
FRUSTRATED by our Town Board being BULLIED with no replacement for the open 
Trustee seat?
AFRAID that the fire department will “let Silverton burn to the ground if  Gilbert is 
fired?” 
CONFUSED about the facts and unsure how to vote in the recall?


Vote for Integrity. 
Vote NO to recall Karla.


Ad paid for by Silverton Montanya.  
The written and/or expressed views of  Silverton Montanya are in no way a reflection of  the views of  our customers or staff.


Biologists start lynx monitoring effort
Biologists and field staff from 


Colorado Parks and Wildlife have 
started a long-term monitoring 
program for lynx aimed at deter-
mining how the big-footed felines 
are faring in the southern Rockies.   


The monitoring effort, which 
began last fall, will occur in the 
San Juan Mountains in southwest 
Colorado over a swath of about 
14,000 square kilometers (5,400 
square miles). Within the study 
area are six wilderness areas: 
Weminuche, Uncompahgre, 
Lizard Head, Powderhorn, La 
Garita Mount Sneffels, and South 
San Juan. 


“Our broad objective with 
this work is to determine if the 
general population trend of lynx 
is increasing or decreasing in Col-
orado,” said Scott Wait, the senior 
terrestrial biologist for CPW’s 
southwest region in Durango. 


The project is being led by Wait, 
Jake Ivan, a CPW mammals re-
searcher, and Eric Odell, a species 
conservation coordinator. Ivan 
and Odell are based in Fort Col-
lins. Also assisting with the project 
are the U.S. Forest Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management.


The state agency started rein-
troducing the lynx in Colorado 
in 1999. The high-country cats, 
native to Colorado, had not been 
detected in the state since the 
late 1970s. For the reintroduc-
tion effort, lynx were trapped in 
Canada and Alaska and released 
in the San Juan Mountains. The 
area was chosen because it has 
the fewest number of roads in 


the state, provides a large swath 
of high-altitude forest with good 
winter snow cover, and supports a 
sizeable population of snowshoe 
hares-the primary food source for 
lynx. 


From 1999 through 2006 the 
agency released 218 lynx and 
all were equipped with radio 
collars to allow the animals to 
be monitored. Monitoring of the 
animals and spring den searches 
continued through 2010. But by 
then most of the radio collars had 
stopped functioning.


By 2010 the agency had docu-
mented multiple generations of 
Colorado-born lynx. Biologists 
also found that reproduction was 
steady, lynx were finding ade-
quate amounts of food and that 


the offspring of transplanted lynx 
had reproduced and were surviv-
ing. Later that year the agency 
announced that the reintroduc-
tion was successful.


“Reintroducing lynx was one 
of the most significant projects 
of this agency and it’s important 
that we continue with this fol-
low-up work,” Wait said. “Because 
the radio collars stopped work-
ing years ago we can no longer 
intensively monitor individual 
animals. Without radio collars, 
this is the best way to take a look 
at the population.”


 The monitoring program, 
designed to last 10 years, will begin 
initially with a two-year pilot phase 
that will test the field methods. If 
the methodology proves workable 


the study will continue. The field 
work for the study is being done 
during winter because that’s the 
best time to find lynx tracks and to 
photograph the animals. The field 
work will include the use of remote 
cameras and snow-tracking surveys 
by field staff. 


Within the monitoring area 50 
randomly selected plots have been 
chosen as survey sites. Each plot 
is 75 square kilometers (about 30 
square miles) which is the approx-
imate size of a lynx home range. 
Within 32 of those plots, most 
of which are inaccessible during 
the winter, 128 cameras-four per 
plot-have been placed by survey 
crews. The cameras, which were 
put in place in the fall, are motion 
and heat sensitive and are effec-
tive at photographing animals. 
Next summer the cameras will be 
retrieved and the images will be 
examined. The cameras will then 
be returned to the same plots in 
subsequent years.


The winter snow-tracking 
work during the winter by field 
staff will be the most grueling 
and time-consuming part of the 
operation. Crews will visit the 18 
accessible plots three times every 
winter to search for lynx tracks, 
and genetic samples from hair 
and skat. The hair and feces will 
be tested genetically to assure 
positive identification of the 
species and to assemble a database 
of individual animals. Field crews 
will examine the plots on skis, 
snow shoes, or snowmobiles.


The winter study period will be 


from January through March.
This method of wildlife moni-


toring is known as an “occupancy 
study.” Biologists won’t attempt 
to count individual animals. 
Rather, they’ll examine detection 
data to determine the proportion 
of the study area occupied by 
lynx. Using the collected data, bi-
ologists will be able to determine 
if the population trend is stable, 
increasing or decreasing. As the 
program progresses, biologists will 
see if lynx are finding adequate 
habitat, food, mates and attempt 
to detect any cyclic variations of 
the population.


 In the boreal forests of Canada 
and Alaska, the population of 
lynx trends with the population 
of snowshoe hares that have 
occasional die-offs. CPW biolo-
gists have anecdotal evidence that 
snowshoe hare populations also 
fluctuate in Colorado.


 “This type of long-term mon-
itoring program has never been 
done in the United States. This 
may give us information that no 
one has ever had,” Wait said.


While the study, initially, 
will be restricted to southwest 
Colorado, it might eventually be 
expanded to include other areas 
of the state.


 “Long-term studies such as 
this are necessary to gain a better 
understanding of wildlife and 
the variety of environments in 
Colorado where they live. This 
type of work helps us to sustain 
Colorado’s invaluable wildlife 
resources.”      


Silverton Standard & the Miner file photo
Loren Lew of Silverton took this photo in the fall of 2012. He said he could 
not get the lynx kitten in the picture as it was hiding in the bush as mom 
dispatched this snowshoe hare.







Vote to recall
Editor;
When I first arrived in Silverton 


last spring I heard two things that 
upset me. First was that the town 
had let our longstanding deputy 
clerk go and second that the town 
administrator and certain council 
members were conspiring to get 
rid of Gilbert and that they were 
already grooming his replacement 
for the job.


It was no secret that Karla Sa-
franski was behind the plot to get 
rid of Gilbert. She has been nit-
picking at everything he did since 
the first day she became a council 
member. The current mayor and 
former mayor, Terry Kerwin, have 
asked her to back off of public 
works and Gilbert. Terry even 
went so far as to threaten to have 
her removed from the board. I’ve 


also heard she has been asked 
about the alcohol on her breath 
during meetings.


The city council was split on 
terminating Gilbert. The deciding 
vote came from the Mayor who 
based her decision on phone calls 
she alleged she received claiming 
abuse by Gilbert. Although the 
hall was packed mostly by Gil-
bert’s supporters, she didn’t want 
any input from us. 


Apparently if we have an 
opposing view to hers, she refers 
to us as “one of them” and even 
calls some of us evil. It seems 
she has decided it is “us” against 
“them.” If I am an “evil them” 
so be it, but I am entitled to state 
my opinion whether it agrees 
or disagrees with hers. That is 
what makes this country so great. 
Shouldn’t the mayor serve all of 
their constituents instead of a 
select few. It is obvious who she 
considers “them” by her negative 


votes on three of the applicants 
for the board.


Bill Dodge’s lengthy, rambling 
letter claims that a small vocal 
group is trying to recall Safranski. 
I would say that a petition signed 
by more that 40 percent of the 
registered voters is hardly a few. 
No one was coerced into signing 
the recall petition. In fact, several 
people sought out the committee 
to sign said petition. 


The word “bullying” has 
been applied to this “small 
vocal group” by him. I found it 
amusing that he would say that 
bullying became especially vicious 
during Brian Carlson’s tenure. 
Who is bullying WHO? Lyndon 
Skinner resigned early from his 
post as municipal judge because 
of the bullying of his court clerk, 
Anita, by Carlson. It was my un-
derstanding that she was termi-
nated under the pretense that the 
town was going to hire a clerk to 
serve as town clerk and finan-
cial director and that she wasn’t 
qualified. 


It turned out that Carlson 
became the financial director and 
they made a much younger less 
qualified person deputy clerk. As I 
pointed out in another letter, be-
cause of the mistakes by the clerks 
office, it took five months for the 
Capital Bar to receive a liquor 
license, losing valuable business. 
When Anita asked the council 
why she wasn’t allowed to apply 
for the job, the mayor rudely cut 
her off saying, “next” and went 
on with meeting. If Anita was still 
at City Hall, the water bills would 
probably be out by now.


If an employee was to threaten 
their boss and a member of the 
board, he would be terminated 
immediately and it would be 
considered “bullying.” However, 
the same members of the board 
who voted to terminate Gilbert 
defended this type of behavior 
from the Town Administrator.


Dodge also made references to 
unsigned ads and letters. Unfor-
tunately both parties have been 
guilty of this type of behavior. 
I would hope that whatever 
the outcome of the recall, both 
groups can unite and work for the 
good of our community.


I worked with Karla one sum-
mer at the French Bakery and we 
got along well at that time. In a 
letter to her before Gilbert was 
terminated, I mentioned that I 
didn’t see that vindictive side of 
her then and am disappointed 
to see it now. I certainly don’t 
condone her self-serving behav-
ior, therefore I’m saying, “Restore 
integrity to City Hall. Vote to 
recall Karla Safranski.” 


— Sue Sanders, part-time resi-
dent         


 


Stand up, Silverton 
Editor;
Happy 2015 to all!
Since August our Silver-


ton-based businesses and our 
family has endured a great deal 
of stress and hardship due to the 
events surrounding our beloved 
town of Silverton.  


We are blessed to be a part of a 
town that is so special to many, 
from young to old, from locals 
to new-comers, that love this 
place so much that we are all in 
the fight for a better tomorrow.  
Where else can your vote and 
voice matter so much!?  We look 
forward to the results of the up-
coming Special Election.  


In Zen tradition, “If not NOW, 
when?” Stand up, Silverton!


We are confident that Karla Sa-
franski will prevail and that 2015 
will be the best year not only for 
Silverton, but for our family and 
for Montanya and the Benson 
Building--thank you friends, staff, 
customers and Town.


We welcome any questions 
regarding our town involvement, 
and our staunch support of Karla. 
In the meanwhile, we can’t wait 
to be back in February!


— Tony and Cokie Berenyi, 
Silverton


Former dispatcher 
says thank you


Editor;
As you are probably all aware by 


now, I am no longer employed at 
the Sheriff’s Office. This is not my 
choice. 


For more than 33 years I have 
had the pleasure of serving the 
citizens of San Juan County and 
Silverton through my work at the 
Sheriff’s Office. I am very appre-
ciative for that opportunity and 
have done my best to help you 
through many crises, troubling 
times and some good times. I  
care about each of you and thank 
you for allowing me the pleasure 
of serving you.  


You are good people and have 
helped me do my job in so many 
ways. Many times I have needed 
to call on citizens to help the 
department or ambulance or 
fire department take care of a 
situation and you have always 
stepped forward for this commu-
nity. I have come to think of you 
as friends and family and care 
about each of you, outside the job 
as well. 


Over the years of my employ-
ment in the Sheriffs Office I 
have worked hard to be a strong 
support staff member, allowing 
the officers to give their all to the 
community. I had hoped to work 
a few more years to help with 
progress and more team-building. 


My number-one goal has always 
been the safety of the citizens of 
San Juan County. I hope that I 
have left you with that lingering 
impression. 


— Melody Skinner, Silverton


Response to the Bill 
Dodge letter of Jan. 8


Editor;
Talk about bullying — the firing 


of the Town Administrator and 
Financial Director involved bully-
ing, threatening, and intimidating 
behavior toward the Mayor and 
town trustee.  The Public Works 
director, long before the town ac-
tion, reported that same behavior 
by Mr. Carlson. However, Karla 
Safranski, as head of the Person-
nel Committee, was still voting to 
keep Mr. Carlson employed and 
thereby approving of the bullying 
behavior.  


Bullying even flourished under 
Mr. Dodge’s  tenure as Interim 


Town Administrator.  Efforts were 
supported by the community to 
help bring skiing to a new level 
on Kendall Mountain in 2006.  
Working together seemed possible 
until you and Mayor Swanson 
questioned the follow-through 
of the engineering specifications 
involving the Pomalift company 
experts, those installing the lift, 
and the engineers signing off on 
the final inspection — even accus-
ing the Public Works director of 
hiding information.  


The issue seems to have come 
from Karla and Ken Safranski as 
the total rebar was not purchased 
from them.  Additionally, Mayor 
Swanson, Trustees Swonger and 
O’Leary, and you said the Public 
Works Department did not have 
authority to be involved in the 
installation process.  However 
before that accusation, there 
was a motion brought by Janet 
O’Leary and passed that the lift be 
purchased, installed with the help 
of the Public Works Department, 
and reimburse Bill Alsup for lift 
equipment and installation ex-
penses.  Once completed, some of 
the same bullying characters tried 
to stiff Alsup for the costs.  


You also mention the Fire 
Department insinuating they 
are not sharing their financial 
information, but their meetings 
are open where financial details 
are reviewed. Additionally, the 
Fire Department Authority reports 
to the Town and County with 
detailed revenues and expenses.  
Interestingly, the Town itself does 
not report monthly financials as 
required by the Town Code.  


The Fire Department volunteers 
respond to every fire alarm or call.  
There is no intimidation or bully-
ing, only service.  Silverton has an 
abundance of wooden build-
ings and the issues with fire are 
taken very seriously.  Having the 
necessary equipment, readiness, 
training, and volunteers to ad-
dress fires, big or small, is the top 
priority of the Fire Department.


You mention a small vocal 
group, but the recall petition was 
signed by 40 percent of the voters 
as required.  That doesn’t seem 
like a small group.


In order to stop the bullying 
and work together, it could start 
with you.


— Bill Alsup, Silverton


Thank you, Chris
Editor;
I join many of my fellow Silver-


tonians in thanking Chris Tookey 
for her work at Town Hall as a 
volunteer. 


 With expertise gained from 
holding many positions in Silver-
ton and San Juan County over the 
years, Chris has acquired signifi-
cant experience in many aspects 
of administration.  Perhaps more 
importantly, as Chris is our may-
or, how can anyone consider her 
unprepared to assist when we are 
in this difficult staff-less situation?


 For those who have wondered 
in these pages how life is at the 
beach, it is lovely.  It was the ad-
vice of my physician that I spend 
some months at a lower altitude.  
In addition, my husband and I 
love exploring new places.  That’s 
how we found Silverton!  Final-
ly, after ten wonderful but cold 
Silverton winters, I don’t think 
any compassionate person would 
begrudge us spending a portion 
of the winter in warm sun, even if 
the doc hadn’t ordered it.


 Concerning those who still are 
unhappy about our temporary 
relocation, perhaps when they 
retire, they too may find that one 
can still be a loyal resident of Sil-
verton while spending some time 


Page 8-Thursday, January 22, 2015                            Silverton Standard


LETTERS, from Page 2


Time to 
heal Silverton.


VOTE TO RECALL 
KARLA SAFRANSKI!


Paid for by the Recall Committee


Deception, Corruption and Lies 
Continue in Town Finances


o Why do we continue to pay an interim administrator astronomical wages plus travel 
(over $30,000 from Oct thru Dec)?  The interim administrator is accepting gifts of over 
$50.00 from the mayor, which is illegal. She has provided free housing for him while he 
is paid huge wages.  At a recent work session, Garcia suggested the town pay for Took-
ey’s propane in the house he is occupying.
o How much of our money has been wasted on bringing people from out of town to work.  
o Just how far behind is the town on record keeping, water bills, filing, paying bills, 
snow removal? Speaking of snow removal, it was observed that a fill-in loader operator 
drives the loader at a high rate of speed forward and backward, while on the phone, in 
residential areas. 
o Is this just a game for some people? There is no one in charge. 
o Why is trustee Zanoni ignored time and time again when requesting a face to face 
meeting with the town auditor to discuss the budget and books? The whole board should 
have voted no on approving the budget but trustee Zanoni was the only one who did vote 
no.  As head of the finance committee, the others should have followed his lead by also 
voting no since he felt strongly that something is wrong.
o Is our auditor becoming our bookkeeper? The auditor found several errors with the 
books and asked the town to amend the 2014 budget. 
o Is there really $170,000 is shortage of revenues and overage in expenditures?  It is 
stated in the town code in chapter 2-5-2 (k) that the financial records will be before the 
board monthly not bi-annually as the board has allowed.
o Will we ever really know the 2014 balance since the water bills haven’t been complet-
ed for 2014.  
o Where is our money, really? 
o  What was the true ending fund balance for 2014? 
This is the true definition of CORRUPTION… Is this an indication of the great book-
keeper/administrator Mr. Carlson?


Concerned Citizens of Silverton who want their town back!
Submitted by Barbara Renowden, Also a member of the “You People” Group


REASONS FOR THE RECALL 
OF TRUSTEE SAFRANSKI


1.	 Failed	to	hold	the	respect	and	confidence	of	the	
people she was elected to represent.
2.	 Did	not	carry	out	her	duties	for	the	benefit	of	
the people of the Town of Silverton.
3. Did not avoid conduct that is in violation of the 
peoples trust.
4. Supported the former Administrator’s return to 
work following public threats that he made against 
the	mayor	and	one	trustee	and	the	towns	finances.
5.	 Encouraged	a	conflict	of	interest	voting	in	favor	
to change the employee handbook to allow a newly 
elected town board trustee to remain a town employ-
ee.
6. Voted to waste town resources in pursuing an 
agenda to terminate Public Works Director Gilbert 
Archuleta, despite warnings from current and for-
mer mayors, as well as the town attorney to stop.
7. Voted to continue paying exorbitant contractor 
fees (20%) to hand Molas Lake reservations. 


Paid for the Recall Committee, Bill Alsup, Chairman.


SUPPORT THE RECALL
OF TRUSTEE SAFRANSKI 


IT IS TIME 
FOR A COHESIVE 


SILVERTON
Paid for by the Recall Committee, Bill Alsup, Chairman


Do you know someone who 
loves Ouray County?
Give them a gift subscription to the


Ouray County Plaindealer (even if it’s you!)
Limited Time Only!


Receive 33% off
when you give a gift subscription!


1 Year Subscription ~ was $39............ Now $26
2 Year Subscription ~ was $72............ Now $48


Name
Address
City/State/ZIP
Phone
Subscription


1 Year ~ $26 2 Years ~ $48


YES! PLEASE SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION  TO:


Send a check to: Plaindealer
PO Box 529
Ridgway, CO 81432


Want to place your
order by phone or send


an e-subscription
instead?


Call us today!
970-325-2838


Ouraynews.com
plaindealer@ouraynews.com


Offer expires 3/31/15


 


See LETTERS, Page 10
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Bank directors, Friends of the Fire 
Department, religious education 
committee) and I have never seen 
a board member vote to purchase 
anything from their own busi-
ness. As a trustee Safranski should 
have recused herself from voting 
on anything that had to do with 
purchasing items at ZE Supply. 
Why has the board stopped 
asking for bids for purchases over 
$500.


We would have employees 
at the Town Hall, but Trustee 
Safranski is on the personnel 
committee and tries to hand pick 
employees with her beliefs. The 
previous town administrator had 
no experience as an administrator 
but he was hired anyway. The 
previous clerk was a planning 
department intern. She was hired 
over a more qualified applicant 
for the clerk’s position.


With Trustee Safranski on the 
board, the town finances are in 
the worst shape they have been 
in a long time. She was instru-
mental in starting a new depart-
ment that Silverton could not 
afford and did not need. 


Yes, the trash cans are pretty, 
but did we need to spend $600 
each? Why was a former employ-


ee told by Trustee Safranski that 
she was “misguided” when she 
questioned why the board had 
not seen financial reports for six 
months?


It is misguided to allow a fi-
nancial director to have so much 
power with no oversight. Trustee 
Safranski has proven time and 
again that she is fiscally irrespon-
sible. Did we really need to spend 
hundreds of hours and money 
on downtown beautification 
improvements? Property owners 
should take care of their own 
property, not expect government 
to do it for them.


With Trustee Safranski on the 
board, the town handbook was 
rewritten to protect a fellow 
like-minded town trustee, so he 
could he a town employee and 
a trustee. What has happened to 
ethics and due diligence to do the 
right thing? It has been shown 
that an employee cannot and 
should not be his own boss.


The biggest reasons I said yes to 
running for this position is that 
none of the rules and regula-
tions are being enforced equally. 
Right now they are picking and 
choosing to support a select few 
personal agendas.


A vote for the recall is a vote for 
healing Silverton.


By Ron Renowden
  
It’s a shame our town is so dys-


functional and in a long, drawn 
out upheaval. Instead of some 
citizens crying out “bullying,” 
really look at the situations and 
circumstances in a fair and equita-
ble manner.   


Most importantly, our mayor, 
trustees, and interim administra-
tor should be diligently work-
ing to resolve/address ALL the 
concerns, issues and complaints 
lodged by ALL citizens, not just 
those matters raised by citizens 
accusing other citizens of being 
“bullys.”   


These actions are preposterous 
and are further demoralizing our 
town structure. Our town is divid-
ed more than ever and has caused 
hatred to build up throughout 
our community.    Now the town 
has imploded, likely facing a law-
suit, and full of hatred, thanks to 
the current Board of Trustee’s, the 
mayor, and the past and current 
interim administrators.  


So, who should be blamed?  
The honest answer is ALL of 
us; especially our town lead-
ers. Efforts have been made by 
concerned citizens in the past 
years to control this mayhem, to 
no avail. It has just worsened.  I 
myself have sent personal e-mails 
to Mayor Tookey pleading to step 
up, lead and manage our town 
government to resolve these accu-
sations and stop the turmoil.  She 
has never responded to me.  The 
mayor is supposed to serve ALL 
the citizens, not just those in her 
“circle.”.


It was full of facts requesting 


her to do a fair, equitable, honest 
and impartial function of being 
our Mayor.  It was sent to her on 
April 23, 2014.  It’s time for us all 
to face the truth about matters!  
People will not want to visit 
or reside in our town if it is so 
dysfunctional, which it is at this 
time.


I am addressing some simple 
questions and concerns that 
might lead into a productive 
dialog between ALL the citizens, 
trustees, the mayor, interim ad-
ministrator and town employees.  
These concerns and questions are 
important and viable.  They have 
been voiced by me, along with 
many other citizens of our town 
in private emails, personal and 
public communications with the 
town officials.   We are in a “no 
win” situation that must be fixed!  
Consider the following:


1. Is there, and has there been 
hidden agendas and town corrup-
tion initiated by some citizens, 
the Mayor, Trustees, last two ad-
ministrators and current interim 
administrator?


 A. Fact to consider:
An employee who is also a 


Supervisor at the Kendal Moun-
tain Ski Area has been allowed for 
many months to serve as a Town 
Trustee.  This cannot be legally 
functional.  


This person is actually the 
boss of his boss according to the 
current 2012 Employee Hand-
book.   He is a town employee.  So 
it was decided by the board last 
year that an effort would be made 
to update the handbook to allow 
this illegal function.  This is not 
morally responsible!  The board 


says the handbook is a guideline 
which they can change as they 
may want.  REALLY!   What kind 
of fair and balanced position is 
this? This is absolutely wrong.  
His boss (the buildings and 
grounds director) is reluctant to 
address issues with him because 
the Trustee can fire him!  How 
ludicrous and outrageous is this? 


2.  Has the handbook been 
legally amended or updated?  Is 
it available to all citizens?  Does it 
have any enforcement qualities?  
Or is it agenda-oriented as “pick, 
choose and amend” by trustees 
and the mayor, as they may wish?


A.  I visited the town website 
and pulled up the town code 
(also referred to as the handbook) 
and found where it was under 
reconstruction.  I was able to get 
into many of the chapters that re-
vealed that work was being done 
and I saw where corrections were 
being made.   


B.  When I pulled up the 
“Personnel and Administration” 
chapter the page was either blank 
at times or the page revealed 
encrypted wording which was not 
understandable. Why?


C.  I then looked for any reso-
lutions regarding the handbook 
work and found that no resolu-
tions have been posted on the 
website since 2012.  Why?


3. Violation of the “Conflict of 
Interest and Code of Ethics”.


A.  We are all aware that an 
Interim Administrator has been 
employed by the town.  He travels 
to Silverton a few times a week 
and must spend the night.  Mayor 


Tookey offered him housing at 
a property of hers at no charge.   
This is a nice gesture, however, 
it is illegal and the Mayor, of all 
people should know this.


B.  It has been noted that at the 
last town workshop at Town Hall 
the interim administrator asked 
the board to consider reimbursing 
Mayor Tookey for the utilities he 
has used at her house.  Really?  


C.  How does local lodging 
business feel when they learn 
their Mayor is boarding people 
free?  Again, what is going on??  
Corruption, deception, hidden 
agendas, mistrust, conspiracy?   
No wonder many people are up-
set in our town!   But the “Bully” 
word is the focus!


4. Mayor Credibility and Trust.  
Some citizens have publically 
voiced their feelings and have 
written letters to the paper which 
inform the mayor of the wonder-
ful job she is and has been doing.  
REALLY !?!  I disagree, and this is 
why:


A.  I can speak from personal 
experience that she fabricates 
lies, and is dishonest to cover her 
inabilities. This is a fact!


B.  If you have ever attended 
town meetings you can clearly 
see that she is unable to make 
decisions, cope with contro-
versies, lead, and manage.  She 
defaults many times to let two 
of the Trustees speak in her place 
and they try to control discus-
sions and meetings.  Little if no 
discussions are initiated from the 
trustees to discuss matters on the 
table.  Most hang their heads un-
til one trustee (usually the same 
one) makes a motion.  This leaves 


the public on edge regarding a 
decision they make.  


One of these trustees should 
not even be on the board!  It is a 
conflict of interest and illegal.


5. It is obvious that the mayor 
and the board do what they want, 
not what ALL the citizens want.  
Nor do they consider what is 
morally right, legal and positively 
productive.  Then they wonder 
why so many of the citizens, 
(addressed by the mayor as “you 
people”) are upset.  However, 
there are a few citizens that have 
their own personal vendettas 
and agendas that boast what a 
good job the board and mayor 
are doing, which is DESTROYING 
our community.  These are the 
folks that the mayor listens to 
because they think they are being 
“bullied.” What a shame!


6. It is a clear and decisive 
“STANDOFF”!   It is going to con-
tinue until the board and mayor 
consider the needs of ALL citi-
zens, not just those that patronize 
them.  These acts of corruption, 
deception, and manipulating by 
the board and mayor have finally 
pushed many citizens to the limit!  
What does the mayor expect 
when she can’t be fair, unbiased, 
honest, open-minded, manage 
and support ALL the citizens.


I realize everyone cannot be 
happy all the time, but all the 
time we should do things legally, 
morally, lawfully, justly, fairly and 
unbiased, with the fullest integri-
ty and honest commitment. 


Ron Renowden is a resident of 
Silverton.


DAILEY, from Page 2


It’s a shame our town is so dysfunctional
GueSt opInIon


FREE COORS at Montanya
when you vote in Special Election


Ballots going out this week.
If you don’t get one, go to the


San Juan County Clerk’s Office:
San Juan County Courthouse


1557 Greene Street


ROCK THE VOTE!
Election Day:  Feb. 10th!


Commodities to be 
distributed Jan 27


Commodities distribution will 
occur on Jan. 27, from 1-3 p.m. in 
the basement of the Miners Union 
Hospital. Eligibility for this service 
must be determined prior to receiv-


ing the commodities. 
Any interested family needing an 


eligibility determination may stop 
by the Social Services office at the 
courthouse from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Jan. 27. Call Krissy Rhoades at 387-
5631 for more information.







By Stephen Wolff


My desire is always to see 
Silverton as a vibrant, dynamic 
community. A place people are 
excited to visit and live. I like to 
visualize and problem solve how 
this vision can become reality, 
how to help this community 
flourish. 


This is a dream and dreams 
often have resistance or conflict 
with other’s ideas, but in this 
letter I wish to explain why I 
support Karla Safranski in retain-
ing her council seat.


Ten years ago, when I was a 
Silverton councilman I resigned 
in frustration over similar issues 
that eventually led to the recent 
termination of Gilbert Archule-
ta’s tenure as Silverton Public 
Works director. 


Those issues were excessive 
influence by the works director 
over our council. In my time, 
members of the council includ-
ed: Jim Huffman, Jim Lindaman, 
Mike Maxfield, Mike Emory, 
Janet O’Leary, Dave Fiddler and 
myself. Four of our members 
(in my opinion) were deeply 


entrenched in what I will call the 
Gilberton camp.


One small example: A proposal 
was brought before our coun-
cil by a group wanting to have 
snow-shovel races down 10th 
Street (better known as Shrine 
Hill) over a weekend in February. 
(There seems to be or at least had 
been a snow shovel racing circuit 
with dedicated followers). 


This was at a time when no 
other winter activities other 
than Snowscape existed in Sil-
verton, this event would boost 
exposure and business for our 
town, and to my thinking this 
proposal was a no-brainer YES 
vote. Why not?


Enter Public Works Director 
and Fire Chief Archuleta, who, 
wearing his Fire Chief hat in this 
instance told us that this event 
would be a bad idea because if 
there were to be a fire in that 
area (meaning approximately all 
six houses) then the fire truck 
would not be able to get up there 
due to the event taking place. 


I reminded the other mem-
bers of the council that this 
was a snow shovel race and the 


contestants could in case of a fire 
(very unlikely) simply move over 
to the side as the truck made its 
way up the hill. Alas the major-
ity voted against the event and 
so the democratic process had its 
way and we moved on.


Several years later Public Works 
Director Archuleta’s friend and 
current board member Pete 
Maisel (whom I personally like, 
politics aside) proposed a skijor-
ing event on Blair Street (which 
would create a much higher fire 
risk than the proposed snow 
shovel event, if it were actually a 
real issue). This event happened 
and has been a real winter boost-
er for our town.


Previous to the skijoring, an-
other great friend to P.W. Direc-
tor Archuleta’s, Bill Alsup, had a 
ski lift that he had acquired from 
Vermont, and found its way to 
fruition, replacing our decrepid 
tow (although this too has a 
murky story behind it). This too 
has been a very good addition 
for Silverton, no matter how it 
came to be.


But proposed events should 
go through an unbiased process 
that does not depend on the 
good will of an un-elected town 
employee, which became one 
of the reasons for then Public 
Works Director Archuleta’s job 
termination. No one person 
is more important than the 
community as a whole, and 
if there is undue influence by 
one individual or even a small 
group, this then undermines the 
democratic process of the one 
man-one vote premise by which 
this country was founded and 
has flourished by.


It is my belief that Mr. Archule-
ta was the head of a de-facto 
political party which is why its 
members are so outraged at his 
(their) job termination as it un-
dermines their undue influence 
over our town politics — which 
leads us to the recall of Karla 
Safranski.


In my opinion, if the challeng-
er gets elected there will in high 
probability be an effort to rehire 
Mr. Archuleta to his former job, 
which would escalate tensions 
further.


I have been sad to hear about 
two community members 
having to be police-escorted out 
of our Town Hall for verbally 
berating, over political differenc-
es, our very generous and hard 
working mayor, which has re-
sulted in the closure of our Town 
Hall until further notice. This 
does not bode well for respecting 
our social and civil democratic 
process. 


So I urge all voters to retain 
Karla Safranski in this upcoming 
election and keep favoritism out 
of town politics.


I also hope this letter does 
not once again incite obscene 
gestures or foul language in my 
direction or others who have 
also had to endure such distaste-
ful recourses.


As a personal note: I have no 
animosity towards Mr. Archuleta. 
I just happen to disagree with an 
excess influence over our politi-
cal process, particularly to town 
employees or civil servants.


 
Stephen Wolff is a resident of 


Silverton
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The San Juan County Historical 
Society needs your help.  


We are trying to locate historic images of Silverton’s 
Old Town Hall in the 1200 block of Blair.  If you 


have one, please send it to Bev Rich.
 bevrich@frontier.net or call 387-5781


‘Gilberton camp’ impedes progress for Silverton
GueSt opInIon


By Rose Raab


During many years of raising 
four children, the ugly issue of 
bullying would come up from 
time to time. Our children were 
instructed to be kind and to avoid 
conflict, but that it was acceptable 
to fight back if necessary. 


They were also instructed to 
intervene when others were being 
bullied.  I now find it necessary to 
follow my own instructions about 
fighting back and intervening.


In view of Mr. Dodge’s epistle 
regarding his perceptions of town 
bullying, please allow me to offer 
my own. There has been a pattern 
of bullying by certain elected 
town officials and Town Hall em-
ployees going back many years, 
with that bullying specifically 
aimed at Gilbert Archuleta. 


Mr. Dodge himself is guilty of 
that bullying, as was witnessed 
at a meeting in 2007, while Mr. 


Dodge was Interim Administrator, 
when he publicly accused Gilbert 
of destroying documents, docu-
ments that Gilbert had turned in 
to Town Hall for payment. Trustee 
Lindaman, as Finance Chair, 
knew only too well how bad the 
situation was within Town Hall 
when he refused to sign checks 
in 2007 due to problems with the 
financials from the Town Clerk. 


Does anyone recall the $9,000 
ITS fine for unremitted taxes that 
were deducted from employ-
ee paychecks? How about the 
deducted retirement funds that 
weren’t paid to CCOERA?  


Just two examples of many. 
The town’s auditor Rosemary 
Beckwith wasn’t able to certify the 
2007 audit because it was such a 
mess. Yet, the board at that time 
chose to focus on Gilbert and his 
so-called illegal ski lift, a lift that 
shows approval in the minutes, a 
lift that Mr. Alsup had to sue the 


town to make them reimburse 
him for his generous loan in get-
ting the town this lift. This finan-
cial debacle cost the town many 
tens of thousands of dollars.


So, you ask, why bring up all 
this unpleasant history? Because 
things haven’t changed all that 
much. There have been problems 
with paychecks, W2s, retirement 
plans, insurance, and incorrect 
PTO hours. (The solution, begin-
ning this month, is to outsource 
payroll to a Durango company.) 
Oh, yes, and the bullying contin-
ues.


Karla Safranski has been 
bullying Gilbert since she was 
elected to office in 2010, wanting 
executive sessions to discuss him. 
At the May 10, 2010 meeting, she 
wanted to know when the strip-
ing would be painted on Greene 
Street. It was explained to her that 
it would be done after the Fire 
Dept. did the yearly street wash 
in May. 


While working on the project, 
Public Works ran out of paint, 
paint that had been purchased 
from ZE Supply, paint that she 
didn’t have on hand when PW 


went to purchase more. An order 
for more paint from ZE would 
have meant a significant delay, so 
PW made an out of town pur-
chase. Karla made an issue of this 
when the Rufe’s bill came. So, on 
one hand she wanted the job to 
get done, but only if she made a 
buck on it.


At a meeting this past Septem-
ber, Karla talked about flower 
planters, even mentioning how 
nice it would be for the town to 
have a master gardener. Really?  
The town currently is expending 
money for a new Parks and Main-
tenance Department, work that 
had been capably done by Gilbert 
Archuleta for 16 years. The Town’s 
ending fund balance is worri-
some, but we seemingly have 
funds for this new department 
and for Karla’s banner poles. 


Even with Gilbert gone, 
Karla still has the need to dig at 
Public Works, saying at a budget 
committee meeting that there 
wouldn’t be any need for PW 
overtime if private driveways 
weren’t plowed. Following her 
comment, my husband explained 
that the crew only plows in the 
public right of way. She and her 


cronies are after the Fire Depart-
ment too, which is another way 
of bullying Gilbert as he is Chief 
of the Department.


Mr. Dodge, Karla and others 
have been the ones stirring it up, 
slinging the same old horse-puck-
ey. There’s been a lot of baloney 
out there, baloney the newspaper 
has been only too willing to print, 
for a buck. Gilbert’s only problem 
was choosing to fight back against 
the lies and twisting of the truth.


Truthfully, Mayor Tookey 
shares a great deal of the blame 
in this for not addressing Gilbert’s 
December 2013 grievance against 
Administrator Carlson. She did 
not follow the grievance proce-
dure in the employee handbook. 
Not even properly addressing it 
when the Arbiter found in Gil-
bert’s favor following arbitration. 
Her “take-a-deep-breath” style of 
running the town isn’t working. 
Are we better off now? Will we be 
better off in the future? 


Let’s vote to stop the bullying. 
Vote to recall Karla and also to 
vote for Patty Dailey.


Rose Raab is a resident of Silver-
ton.


Safranski has been targeting Public Works
GueSt opInIon


away from town.
 This question just came to 


mind. Does getting out of town 
once in a while provide the op-
portunity to gain perspective and 
assist one to think more clearly 
about town happenings?  I’m just 
saying.....


 — Cynthia H. Chertos, Silver-
ton


That bad blizzard ...
Editor;
I read with interest the excerpt 


from the Jan. 4, 1952 Standard 
detailing the “Worst Storm in 
Many Years.”


A flood of memories came back 
to me of that winter. It was the 
first year of marriage for Clyde 
and I. We were living on Greene 


Street, in the house that was later 
owned by Betty Chavez.


It was large, drafty and cold. As 
I remember it, the snow began 
about Thanksgiving and kept up 
through Christmas. Christmas 
came and went and then the real 
storm started.


The road to Ouray was closed 
off and on. Sometimes Clyde was 
snowed in at the Idarado, and 
sometimes he was snowed in at 
Silverton.


It was getting harder to get to 
the grocery and we had given up 
on driving anywhere, so on foot 
or snow shoes was the order of 
the day.


At New Year’s, the dance at the 
Legion was canceled but finally 
the Dresbacks, Nick and Shay, said 
they would provide the music 
and the dance was on. So we all 


foundered out through the deep 
snow and had a wonderful time.


The storm raged on (I don’t 
remember the order of events 
exactly), but one morning when 
the storm had been particularly 
vicious and Clyde was snowed-in 
at Red Mountain, I opened the 
back door to go for coal and there 
was no more light. The door was 
completely covered up. 


Another memorable event was 
when the front door blew open 
during the nightly blizzard, and 
the living room filled up with 
snow. It didn’t melt because the 
house was too cold. We just swept 
the snow out.


The memories of my life in 
Silverton are very special to me.


— Karen Cerniway, Grants, 
N.M.


LETTERS, from Page 8
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real eState
MINING CLAIMS FOR SALE by
Owner. From $4500 on up. Many 
under $10,000. See www.silver- 
tonland.com


for rent
BENSON LODGE ROOMS FOR 
RENT. $425-$550/month. All utili- 
ties, heat, wifi, direct TV included. 
Laundry on site. (970)387-9891


LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCA-
TION! Prime commercial space 
for lease less than one block 
from train. Could be restaurant or 
retail space. Possible build to suit. 
(970)387-9891


for Sale
SNOWCAT FOR SALE: Pisten-
Bully 260, runs well. 970 749-
6140     (2-12)


Metal Prices 
Wednesday,  Jan. 21, 2015
GOLD    1290.8
SILVER   18.15
PLATINUM  1270.00
PALLADIUM  768.00
COPPER  2.6192
NICKEL  6.7673
ZINC   0.9640
LEAD  0.8550


San Juan County 
Public Health


n Vaccinations
n Available testing for:


Strep throat, PT/INR, Urine Analy-
sis, Pregnancy, STDs 


n Most laboratory tests with Pro-
vider prescription


n  Vacunas
n Disponible pruebas para: 


La faringitis estreptococo, PT / 
INR, Análisis de orina, embara-
zo, enfermedades de transmisión 


sexual 
n  La mayoría de las pruebas de 


laboratorio bajo la prescripción de 
su médico


San Juan County 
Public Health Service


Phone 970.387.0242
1315 Snowden Street


Silverton


DISTRICT COURT, 
SAN JUAN, COLORADO


Address: 1557 Greene Street  
 Silverton, CO 81433


Telephone: (970) 387-5766  


Plaintiff:
 CAPTAIN MINING, LLC, a Col-
orado limited liability company, 
and MADDALINE MINING, LLC, a 
Colorado limited liability company.


v.


Defendants:  
CHARLES W. MASNER, ELLA C. 
MASNER, MASNER ENTERPRIS-
ES, LLC, a Kansas limited liability 
company, and ALL UNKNOWN 
PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM 
ANY INTEREST IN THE SUB-
JECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
 
Attorney for Plaintiff:


Josh W. Mack, #37858
Goldman, Robbins & Nicholson, 
P.C.
679 E. 2nd Avenue, Suite C
P.O. Box 2270
Durango, CO 81302
Phone Number: (970) 259-8747   
E-mail: mack@grn-law.com
Fax Number:  (970) 259-8790 


Case Number: 2014CV30005


Division Courtroom


SUMMONS


THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF COLORADO TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT, ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO 
CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE 
SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS 
ACTION:
 
You are hereby summoned and 
required to file with the clerk of this 
court an answer or other response 
to the above-captioned action.  


The relief demanded in this action 
is a decree quieting title to a parcel 
of real property situate in San Juan 
County, Colorado, described as 
follows: 


TRACT I:
The MADDALINE lode mining 
claim, Mineral Survey No. 5203, 
Red Mountain Mining District, San 
Juan County, Colorado, according 
to the patent of record.
LESS AND EXCEPT that portion 
within the overlap with the KILLAR-
NEY lode mining claim, Mineral 
Survey No. 2620.
TRACT II:
The WHITTIER lode mining claim, 
Mineral Survey No. 5348, Red 
Mountain Mining District, lying and 
being in San Juan County and 
Ouray County, Colorado, accord-
ing to the patent of record.
LESS AND EXCEPT that portion 
within the overlap by GENEVA 
lode mining claim,  Mineral Survey 
No. 1836.
TRACT III:
The K & W lode mining claim, 
Mineral Survey No. 19335, Red 
Mountain Mining District, San 
Juan County and Ouray County, 
Colorado, according to the patent 
of record.
TOGETHER WITH the overlap 
with the JUNCTION NO. 4 lode 
mining claim, Mineral Survey No. 
19335.
LESS AND EXCEPT that portion 
within the overlaps by the CON-
STITUTION lode mining claim, 
Mineral Survey No. 13732, the 
WHITTIER lode mining claim, 
Mineral Survey No. 5348 and the 
MADDALINE lode mining claim, 
Mineral Survey No. 5203.
TRACT IV:
The CAPTAIN lode mining claim, 
Mineral Survey No. 19335, Red 
Mountain Mining District, San 
Juan County and Ouray County, 
Colorado, according to the patent 
of record.


LESS AND EXCEPT that portion 
within the overlaps by the ACORN 
lode mining claim,  Mineral 
Survey No. 7312, the ADMIRAL 
lode mining claim, Mineral Survey 
No. 7312, the KILLARNEY lode 
mining claim, Mineral Survey 
No. 2690, the MADDALINE lode 
mining claim, Mineral Survey No. 
5203, the PORTLAND lode mining 
claim, Mineral Survey No. 7151 
and the WHITTIER lode mining 
claim, Mineral Survey No. 5348.
If service of the summons was 
made upon you within the State 
of Colorado, you are required to 
file your answer or other response 
within 21 days after such service 
upon you.  If service of the Sum-
mons and Complaint was made 
upon you outside of the State of 
Colorado, you are required to file 
your answer or other response 
within 35 days after such service 
upon you.  Service of this sum-
mons is deemed to have occurred 
on day of the last publication, 
which shall be February 12 2015.


If you fail to file your answer or 
other response to the complaint in 
writing within the applicable time 
period, judgment by default may 
be entered against you by the 
court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.


Dated:  January 13, 2015


Goldman, Robbins & Nicholson, 
P.C.
/s/ Josh W. Mack   
Josh W. Mack, Reg. #: 37858 
Post Office Box 2270
Durango, Colorado 81302
    
(970) 259-8747
Attorney for Plaintiffs


Published in the Silverton Stan-
dard & the Miner on Jan. 15, 22, 
29, Feb. 5 and 12, 2015.


GLOBAL 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Serving the Entire World ! 
(from Red Mountain Pass to Cascade Creek)


(970) 387-5477      editor@silvertonstandard.com


NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
SAN JUAN COUNTY ORDI-


NANCE 2014-01 FOR LICEN-
SURE OF RETAIL AND MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS
Notice is hereby given to the 
members of the General Public 
that the San Juan Board of County 
Commissioners, during their reg-
ular meeting of January 14, 2015, 
adopted with amendments, San 


Juan County Ordinance 2014-01 
For Licensure of Retail and Medi-
cal Marijuana Establishments.   
San Juan County Ordinance 2014-
01 For Licensure of Retail Marijuana 
Establishments was previously 
published in its entirety on January 
30, 2014 in the Silverton Standard 
and Miner and the amendments to 
allow for the inclusion of Medical 
Marijuana Establishments were pub-


lished on December 24, 2014 in the 
Silverton Standard and the Miner.  
A public hearing was held on 
January 14, 2015 at 11:00 am 
to receive public comment on 
the proposed San Juan County 
Ordinance 2014-01 as amended 
to allow for the inclusion of medical 
marijuana establishments within 
the unincorporated area of San 
Juan County.  The amendments 


included retitling the ordinance as 
San Juan County Ordinance 2014-
01 For Licensure of Retail and 
Medical Marijuana Establishments.  
This Ordinance as amended will 
go into effect 30 days after publica-
tion of this notice.  


Published in the Silverton Stan-
dard & the Miner on January 22, 
2015.







SleddInG off the roof In eureka, 1932


San Juan County Historical Society photo
Eureka in 1932, with three boys sledding off the eaves of a company boarding house. The boys are Cliff Allen Jr., Van Rule and Edwin Larson Jr.


Silverton Standard 
Thursday, January 22, 2015                              “The Past is not dead. In fact, it’s not even past.” —  William Faulkner


... & 
CABOOSE


Looking Back
20 years ago 


January 19, 1995
The town trustees recently ap-


proved plans for a Blair Street Arts 
and Crafts Festival.


Kyle Roberts presented the plans 
at the January 9th town meeting. 
The festival will run from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily, July 21-23.


The replacement for the bro- 
ken (Town Hall) bell has been 
delivered and is now stored in the 
Carriage House. The bronze bell, 
located by Fritz Klinke, weighs 
a ton. It was cast in Baltimore 
in 1920 and was last used in a 
church in Chicago.


Sheriff’s blotter: The Sheriff’s Of-
fice is investigating the theft of a 
display football from the Sheriff’s 
desk — a Bronco’s ball bearing all 
the players’ signatures except that 
of John Elway. ... Office person-
nel are following all leads in an 
attempt to recover the ball before 
the Sheriff returns from vacation.


25 Years Ago 
January 18, 1990


For the dead of winter, there 
sure is a lot of building and re-
modeling taking place on Greene 
Street. In the 1200 block, Bobby 
and Patty Dailey have added on to 
the back of the Rocky Mountain 
Gift shop, and are remodeling the 
inside. 


The 1300 block is a beehive of 
activity. The Buffalo Grill (known 
as Baker’s Park Rendezvous last 
summer) is going in at the corner 
where the old drug store used to 
be. The Pride of the West is getting 
a fireplace in its west wall and 
adding an entranceway which will 
lead to a patio. The old Lode The-
atre, now owned by Duane Eggett, 
will soon be a gift shop. Where 
the old hardware store stood, Peg-
gy and Dennis Boiter are planning 
a gift shop, their third in town.


The Silverton “show,” the 
Lode Theatre, will close its doors 
forever at the end of this month. 
... The San Juan County Histori-
cal Society is seeing to it that the 
show will operate one last time. 
The Historical Society, after a 
country-wide search, has come up 
with only one “made in Silverton” 
movie available in 35mm format. 
The picture is “Ticket to Toma-
hawk,” made here in the summer 
of 1949. It


was the first major studio pro-
duction filmed here. ...


Society chairman Beverly Rich 
says that she hopes the whole 
town turns out for this final trib- 
ute to a Silverton institution.


30 Years Ago 
January 17, 1985


U.S. Highway 550 between 
Silverton and Ouray will be closed 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. during June 
and part of July this summer as 
work begins on the Riverside 
snowshed.


35 years ago 
January 17, 1980


Judy and Ernie Kuhlman and 
Gary Miller investigated the T.V. 
outage Sunday and discovered a 
break in the line, below the car 
body just at dark. Miller returned 
Monday morning and repaired 
the line.


130 YearS aGo
From the January 22, 1885 edi-


tion of The (Buena Vista) Democrat:


SILVERTON MILITIAS 
A DIME A DOZEN.


Silverton now has several 
militia companies. One can be 
organized there in an hour.


125 YearS aGo
From the January 25, 1890 edi-


tion of the Weekly Miner and San 
Juan Democrat:


COAL, ORE AWAITS 
SHIPMENT.


There are 25 cars of coal in 
the Silverton railroad yards to be 
pulled up to Red Mountain, where 
there are 1300 tons of ore ready 
to come to Silverton. The road is 
open to Ironton, and the new en-
gine, one of the most powerful in 
the world which is now building 
in the Baldwin shops, will arrive 
in about six weeks.


From the January 23, 1892 edi-
tion of the Silverton Standard:


50 NEW BOX CARS
FOR SILVERTON R.R.
The Silverton railroad have just 


purchased fifty new box cars. 
The first of them came in this 
week and by next week they will 
be scattered all over the narrow 
gauge roads of the state.


A new lock was put on the 
county jail this week and it is 
now ready to receive visitors. The 
new keys to the jail are about 
six inches long and half an inch 


wide. Sheriff Henry Sherman 
intends wearing one on his watch 
chain for a charm.


115 YearS aGo
From the January 20, 1900 edi-


tion of the Silverton Standard:


‘HOP’ JOINTS RAIDED. 
Last Tuesday night Marshal 


Lyle and Nightwatch Leonard 
raided a few “hop” joints and 
took in the inmates who were 
“hitting the pipe.” The follow-
ing almond-eyed heathens were 
gobbled up by the officers: Joe, 
Dutch, Wang and Tom, who gave 
bond to appear before Squire 
Watson’s the following day. The 
places raided are located over the 
Saddle Rock restaurant and Jack 
Smith’s place opposite Ludwig’s 
dance hall on Blair Street. No one 
was found in the latter dive. The 
case was continued until Wednes-
day.


Case was called promptly on 
time and resulted as follows: Joe, 
$18.70; Wang pleaded not guilty 
and was assessed $8.70; Tom 
pleaded guilty to smoking, fined 
$27.70; Dutch, keeping joint, 
$37.70. We failed to find out 
what they did with John Doe and 
Richard Roe.


These dens of iniquity should 
be raided at every opportunity as 
it’s a rotten spot on the character 
of a city the size of Silverton to 
be infected with such hell-holes. 
The officers in doing their duty 
deserve the thanks of the entire 
community.


From the January 26, 1901 edi-
tion of the Silverton Standard:


EXTRACTS FROM THE 
GLADSTONE KIBOSH:
NOTICE: For the next ten days 


the Angel of Mercy saloon will 
give a check with every drink sold 
that will entitle the holder to once 
chance in the black spavined bur-
ro formerly the property of Mayor 
Bowman. The animal when last 
seen was gentle and of good char-
acter, aged 35 years. Call early as 
chances are limited to 10,950.


From the January 19, 1918 edi-
tion of the Silverton Standard:


JOHN BARLYCORN
MUST DIE.


At the City Hall building Mon-
day of this week, John Barlycorn, 
very prominent and popular in 
this county, met his death at the 
hands of City Marshal William T. 
Black. Without any mercy at all 
and refusing to hear any plea of 
Mr. Barlycorn’s friends for leni-
ency, the city marshal adminis-
tered the last rites of an executor. 
It was the saddest sight that has 
been witnessed in Silverton for 
years. Thirty-seven quarts of real 
honest too goodness Sunny-
brooke whisky was dumped out, 
actually thrown away, just like 
that.


50 YearS aGo
From the January 22, 1965 


edition of the Silverton Standard & 
the Miner:


BINGLE HOME 
GUTTED.


Fire gutted the interior of 
the George Bingle home on 
North Empire Street in Silverton 
Wednesday afternoon as firemen 
battled for a half hour to contain 
and extinguish the flames.


The house was a rendered use-
less by the fire and the attempts 
to put it out, although the struc-
tural framework of the building 
was saved and Bingle says he will 
rebuild the interior of the house.


40 YearS aGo
From the January 17, 1974 


edition of the Silverton Standard & 
the Miner:


TROLLEY OFF TRACK.
There will probably be no trolly 


line on the streets of Silverton.
Don Stott, the man who pro-


moted the idea of a trolley line 
through much of this town and 
president of the Silverton Street 
Railway Company, mailed a letter 
Wednesday to the Silverton Town 
Board withdrawing his offer to 
build a line here.


� “Death notices for delinquent
subscribers will not be inserted.”


— an extract from the Gladstone Kibosh,
January 5, 1901


Name: _________________________________
Mailing address: _______________________
City, state, ZIP code: ____________________
_________________________________________
Clip and fill out this form, enclose a check and
mail to:
Silverton Standard & the Miner
P.O. Box 8
Silverton, CO 81433
Or call us with credit card info: (970) 387-5477
Rates: $24 a year for Silverton residents; $48 per
year for all other deliveries in the United States.
E-mail subscription, $26 a year. Donations to
the Silverton Standard are now tax deductible!
Help this historic newspaper survive!


Subscribe to the Silverton Standard!








 

Hi Cynthia-
Attached is your weekly Silverton Standard (1/22/15).
Thanks,
Dedre

Tell us how we're doing - rate our customer service! 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/epalibsurvey
 
 
Dedre Henderson
Librarian, ASRC Primus
U.S.EPA Region 8 Technical Library
1595 Wynkoop Street, 80C-L
Denver, CO 80202-1129
303.312.6745
henderson.dedre@epa.gov

Library hours: 8:00-4:00, M-TR
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